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FEDERAL COALITION GOVERNMENT 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.46 pm]: I note that other members also 
wish to make a member’s statement, so I will be brief. Hon Simon O’Brien has given me a couple of good segues 
for my statement tonight. 

I believe that there will be a special meeting, and votes will be counted, and at the end of that we could have a new 
Prime Minister of Australia. This has been an extraordinary week in Canberra. For those of us who take a particular 
interest in political happenings in our national capital, I guess we could say we have seen it all before. However, this 
time I think there is an extra level of division and dysfunction than what we have seen in governments previous. It is 
extraordinary that there is potential for a second leadership spill in two days in the Liberal Party in Canberra to 
determine who will be this country’s next Prime Minister. This seems to be spreading from the Western Australian 
branch of the Liberal Party, although there is not a formal coalition in Western Australia, to its federal counterparts. 
It is extraordinary. I believe there will be a leadership spill in Canberra. There probably should also be a leadership 
spill in Western Australia, if anyone had the courage to challenge the current Leader of the Liberal Party. I am sure 
that will happen in due course, members. There is also potential for a change of leadership in the federal 
National Party in the coming days as the dysfunction spreads throughout the federal government. 

I want to make a comparison. We have a dysfunctional rabble coalition in Canberra. I suggest that we have 
something similar in this state. In the federal government, we have a Labor opposition that is ready to go. It is 
united. We have strong, stable leadership. We have a long-serving and very capable Leader of the Opposition who 
has now won 64 Newspolls in a row, in contrast with the mess that is the federal coalition. 

I would hope, members, that a federal election is called very soon to clean up this mess. It took a state election to 
clean up the coalition mess in Western Australia, and I think the voters of Western Australia are comfortable with 
their choice. It will now take a federal election to clean up the mess that is in Canberra. The federal opposition is 
ready to go. We are ready to govern. We were ready to govern in Western Australia, and we are ready to govern 
in Canberra. We won the election in Western Australia. The federal election could come down to results in 
Western Australia in determining the final outcome. Our opponent in Canberra, the federal coalition, is doing 
everything it can to make that election a whitewash. Bring it on! 

House adjourned at 6.50 pm 
__________ 
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